INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 
the identification of the burial location, or 
headstone markings, of a member of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
during the Great War 1914-1921. 


SUBMITTED TO: 

CWGC Commemorations Section 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

2 Marlow Road 

Maidenhead, Berkshire 

SL6 7DX United Kingdom 

Email: commemorations@cwqc.org 


Report Date: 29 February 2020 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 

X 

Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 

Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Cunningham, William B. 

i 

Tyne Cot Cemetery 

link 

44 th Infantry Battalion 

i 

West-Vlaanderen Belgium 

i 

#865074 

i 

Plot 40 Row D Grave 18 

i 

Death 27 October 1917 

link 

Exhumed 18 January 1920 

i 

Attestation Papers 

link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 

Service Record 

link 

Circumstance of Death 

7 

Graves Registration Report 

1 

War Graves Register 

8 

Concentration of Grave 

2 

Fleadstone Schedule 

9 

War Diary Extract(s) 

3a,b 

Casualty Spreadsheet 


Area Map(s) 

4 

Trench Map Exhumation 


Trench Map(s) 

5 

Grave Stone Photograph 


Possible Candidates List 

6 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Excluded Candidates List 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 

10 

Other 


Reporting and Review 

11 


Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Plot 40 Row D Grave 18 of the Tyne Cot 
Cemetery lists an Unknown Canadian Corporal of the 44 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. 

This is a very simple case, as there is only one (1) Corporal of the 44 th Battalion named 
on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial for the Great War of 1914-1919. All other 
Corporals of the 44 th Battalion lost in Belgium are accounted for in known graves. 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 40 Row D Grave 18 are those of 
Corporal William Beniamin Cunningham # 865074 of the 40 th Canadian Infantry 
Battalion, lost in action on 27 October 1917 in the Battle of Passchendaele. The 44 th 
Battalion was in the 10 th Infantry Brigade, 4 th Canadian Division. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The Graves Registration Report (GRRF) reports “44 th Can. Inf. Unknown 
Canadian Soldier Corporal” in Plot 40 Row D Grave 18 of the Tyne Cot British 
Cemetery, Commune of Passchendaele (Attachment #1). The document is 
stamped 4 February 1921. 

2. The Concentrations of Graves - Burial Return (COG-BR) tells us that the 
Corporal of the 44 th Canadian Infantry in Plot 40 Row D Grave 18 was identified 
by Chevrons (Corporal Stripes) and Numerals (44 th Canadian Infantry). The 
remains were recovered from the location with trench map coordinates 
28.D.12.C.9.8 (Attachment #2). 

3. The War Diary (WD) of the 44 th Canadian Infantry Battalion records the unit is 
east of Ypres on 26 October 1917, in the vicinity of Van Isackers Farm 28.D.21.a 
(Attachment #3a). The 44 th Battalion would be in support of the 47 th Battalion to 
attack and capture the objectives lost by the 46 th Battalion. The following morning 
the battalion moved east near Seine 28.S.16.C.2.5 (not “a.2.5”). Next they are 
reported near Decline Copse 28.D.18.a, where the 47th Battalion would push 
forward into 28.D.12.a, very close to where the remains were recovered 
(Attachment #3b). The attack went forward 10:00 pm, at which time one officer 
was killed and several other ranks were killed and wounded. 

CWGC records confirm the death of one officer on that date, however his 
remains were not knowingly recovered ( Lieutenant Charles Lucas Jeffrey ). Ten 
other men were reported lost that date, in addition to the Lieutenant and 
Corporal, only four (4) of which have known graves. Private Wilkinson was 
recovered just south of Decline Copse at 28.D.18.a.7.2 and is buried in the 
Passchendaele New British Cemetery. 

4. The Area Map from Nicholson’s Official History of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force provides confirmation of the location of the 44 th Battalion at the time of 
Corporal Cunningham’s death (Attachment #4). The battalion path is noted as 
east and southeast, on the right (north) flank of the Australians, just north of 
Decline Copse. 

5. The smaller scale Trench Map shows the reported recovery location of the 
Corporal’s remains from 28.D.12.C.9.8, east of the road into Passchendaele and 
north of Decline Copse (Attachment #5). There is complete agreement with what 
is recorded in the war diary and the location where the remains were recovered. 
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6. A list of Possible Candidates was prepared from the information contained in the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) database (Attachment #6). 
Corporal William Benjamin Cunningham #865074 is not only the only Corporal of 
the Battalion that was not knowingly recovered from the Battle of Passchendaele, 
but the only unrecovered 44 th Battalion Corporal from any action at any time in 
Belgium during the Great War. 

The earliest known casualties of the 44 th Battalion in Belgium were in August- 
September 1916, when the 4 th Canadian Division was held back in the area 
before joining the rest of the Canadian Expeditionary Force at Courcelette, 

France ( CWGC Link) . All the 1916 casualties were recovered and buried in the 
Ridge Wood Military Cemetery. All the 1917 casualties of the 44 th Battalion were 
from the Battle of Passchendaele in October- November 1917, other than for 
Lance Corporal McGann who died a month earlier as a Prisoner of War ( CWGC 
Link) . There were no 44 th Battalion casualties in Belgium at any time in 1918. 

It is unknown why the identification of Corporal Cunningham remained unknown 
for more than 100 years, given that he was the only missing Corporal of the 
battalion in Belgium and that his remains were clearly recorded as a Corporal of 
the 44 th Battalion. 

7. A review of the contents of the Circumstance of Death (COD) file tells us that 
Corporal Cunningham was killed in action on 27 October 1918 and has no record 
of burial (Attachment #7). The report states: 

During very intense and severe fighting in the Passchendaele area, Corporal 
Cunningham was on duty in a forward outpost when he was shot through the 
head by an enemy rifle bullet and instantly killed. 

8. The War Graves Register (E-13) reports only that Corporal Cunningham was 
killed in the vicinity of Passchendaele and that his grave cannot be located by the 
D.G.R.G. as of 31 July 1918 (Attachment #8). As a result, his name would be 
added to the Menin Gate Memorial. 

9. The CWGC Headstone Schedule (HD-SCHD) records only that the headstones 
from 40.D.13 to 40.D.20 are part of a group (Attachment #9a,b). That corresponds 
with the GRRF document that shows that all of these graves belonged to 
Unknown Soldiers. Headstones for 40.D.12 and 40.D.21 were subsequently 
added to that list, after initial identifications were changed to unknown. 

At this time, it is not known if the headstone for Plot 40 Row D Grave 18 at the 
Tyne Cot Cemetery records a Corporal of the 44 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. A 
request has been made to fellow researchers for a site photograph (HS/9147). 

10. The Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial panel which bears the name of Corporal W. B. 
Cunningham clearly shows that he is the only named Corporal of the 44 th 
Canadian Infantry Battalion recorded as unknown (Attachment #10). 
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Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #11). 

As previously noted, this is a simple case and a decision to alter the commemoration 
details for Corporal William Benjamin Cunningham should straightforward. Clearly, he 
is the only Corporal of the 44 th Canadian Infantry Battalion named on the Ypres (Menin 
Gate) Memorial and the only one now known to be buried in the Tyne Cot Cemetery. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2155126.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return. http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2129767.JPG 
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This form to be made out in triplicate, two copies being handod to the D. A. D. (C. of G.) and tluToihcr retained by the Burial OHicej 















































ATTACHMENT #3a 


Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool, or (2) War Diaries of the First World War . 

https://central.bac-lac.qc.ca/.item?id=e001111691 
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ATTACHMENT #3b 


Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool, or (2) War Diaries of the First World War . 


https://central.bac-lac.qc.ca/.item?id=e001111692 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Official History of the Canadian Army in the First World War. Canadian Expeditionary Force 1914-1919. 
Col. G. W. L. Nicholson. Queens Printer and Controller of Stationary. Ottawa Canada 1962. (Nicholson 
Matrix Utility Digital Source by the Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group). 


Full Map 9: Passchendaele 26 October -10 November 1917 
(Extract Map) 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas. Edition 7B Map wo297 

Trenches Corrected 8 November 1917. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United 

Kingdom. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission, War Dead. Corporals of the 44 th Canadian Infantry Battalion 
Killed in the Great War 1914-1919. 


Killed in Belgium Only: 


Your Filters clear nil 

X Belgium 

Refine results 

Last name 

Rank 

Sen/ice Number 

First names 

or 

initials 

Date of death 

Age 

Cemetery/memorial 

Grave Reference/Panel Number 

Regiment 

Country of service 

War 

First Wortd War (3) 

CUNNINGHAM 

Corporal 

865074 

WILLIAM 

BENJAMIN 

27 October 1917 

Age 21 

YPRES (MENIN GATE) MEMORIAL 

Panel 26-28. 

Canadian 

Infantry 

Canadian 


TATE 

MN 

12 September 1916 

Canadian hh 

Served with 

Corporal 


RIDGE WOOD MILITARY CEMETERY 

Infantry 

Canadian (3) 

623112 


III. H. 5. 

Canadian 


LYNE 

AE 

21 August 1916 

Canadian 

Served in 

Corporal 


Age 27 

Infantry 


623084 


RIDGE WOOD MILITARY CEMETERY 

Canadian 

□ Army (3) 



III. H. 1. 


Country 

20 ^ Results per page 


D 


>/ Belgium (3) 


Research Notes: 

1. There were no Sergeants of the 44 th Battalion lost in the Great War in Belgium, therefore 
no Corporal who gained the posthumous rank of Sergeant ( CWGC Link) . 

2. There were no Corporals lost in Belgium during the Great War that showed that the 
Canadian Infantry was a Secondary Regiment ( CWGC Link) . 

3. Two Corporals of the 44 th Battalion were killed in action some distance (16 kilometres) to 
the southwest of Passchendaele in August-September 1916. Both have known graves: 

• Acting Corporal Lyne was reported killed in action in the trenches north west of 
Wytschaete (28.0.19.central). He was buried in the Ridge Wood Cemetery. 

• The death and burial of Corporal Tate is recorded in the Battalion War Diary for 
12 September 1916 (WD Link) . He was hit by machine gun fire while acting in the 
capacity of a bomber near Vierstraat (28.N.11 .central). His colleagues buried him 
at Ridge Wood (28.N.5.central). 
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ATTACHMENT #7 


Ancestry.com. Canada, War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty), 1914-1948 [database on¬ 
line! . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010.Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records . Record Group 150, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 145-238. Library and 
Archives Canada. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. War Graves Ledger Books. RG 150, 1992-93/314, vols. 
239-302. Library and Archives Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Ancestry.com. Canada, CEF Commonwealth War Graves Registers, 1914-1919 [database on-line] , 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records ; (RG150, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 39-144); Library and Archives 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 


J--- - 



FORM F.13. 

1*269—5M—S-9-Y7. 


C—13. 


CUHHIHGHAM.m.b. 


unit (44) i.:aniti?ba ^©gt* next-of-kin- 

file no. r.l '• 




\ 



DATE Of Death 

Cause ano Place or Ocath 

Cap. Sheet No. 


27-10-17 . 

!£• ill A to. 

A 

A. 59. 

.4 

date or Burial 

Place or burial ^ 

DESCRIPTION or a.RAVC 

r 


iC, <4 'Vicuru. 

3 ■ <X*> cof- Z 

\ 

IVIEM'N 

MEIViC 

1 

GATE 

)R!AL 
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ATTACHMENT #9a 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1862991 .JPG 


No. of Contract.....dated.-. 

Name and/Address of Finn. 


Radge 

Design No. .. 

and Layout 
No. 

Number and Rank. 


Jmperial TKIlar Graves Commission. 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to he inscribed with texts are underlined) 
and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS (the layouts to be used are quoted on the badge design). 


Initials, NAME and Honours. 


8rd Line. 
Regiment. 


50a 

Schedule. 4 ' A ” _ 

Name of Cemetery. 

TYNE COT CEei. M F" 

To bo stencilled on foot of 
headstones below ground level 
abbreviated thus: — 

TX.CT.C. 


Centro To be stencilled on foot 
of of HoadstoneM below 

Stone. ground level. 


Dato of Death. 

In any Instance wham lb. on 
“NONE " nppaaia In Oot. 0, tho . 
will ho omitted from the Haoilit 
and the Date of I>»th oout 
laterally. 


Relig. 

Emb. 


Plot P. 
Row U. 


No. of 
Stone. 


(1) 


(*) 


(H) 


(4) 

(5) 

1202/lA •' 

625109 

PRIVATE 

S.T. 

HEST1H 

OilN.lftAC 

IHEE GUM COM'S *TS 

NOVEMBER 

1202/lA. 

672845 

PRIVATE 

0. 

O'BKISW 

24171 5Ji 

laC.wIADlAN 1 i-P« 6 t.: 

H0vt4.iT:. 

1202/lA- 

742784 

private 

J.B. 

THOMPSON 

24 In bi 

i.C.iiLtbEt- INF* 6 it' 

NOVPuBfih 

1200/lA/ 

2181 

PRIVATE 

V.A.R. 

HURC0tt)L 

48Tfl b. 

..,-iUSl ALIA!. IMP. 12VH 

Of; 

1200/ia/ 

5511 

PRIVATE 

B.C. 

K3S3SLS 

47TH B« 

i • -kUST.'w • lIaN INP. 12Tb 

: OCTOBER 

1200/lJ) / 

SECOND 

LIEUTENANT 

J. 

IRVINS 

4TH BNa 

IS iLX il INI . 4TH 

OCTOBER 

1200/lA / 


LIEUTENANT 

fi.b. 

im®ra,ao. 

4TH BN. 

AUSTRALIAN INF. 4TH 

OCTOBER ■ 

**>/«>, 




..u, • t — ** A* 






-i -*r,- 



1917 

MO.® 

C 1(033 

40 

C 

15 

8 


40 C 

16 to 

40 

C 

20 

9 

1917 

NONE 

CR035 

40 

C 

21 

9<§9 

1917 

NONE | 

CROSS 

40 

c 

22 

^490 

1917 

NONE 

CROSS 

40 

C 

23 

0491 

1917 

.tGE 25 

CitO'il 

40 

C 

24 

£492 

1917 

AGE 50 

C. (0S3 

40 

D 

1 

HS/9447 

£525 

1917 

AGE 30 

CROSS 

40 

D 

2 

,a<94 



40 D IS to 40 D Z° j» 


1202/13 775954 TH1VAT- J.W. ROKiiTl. 


(X* 

S8T:i Eil.OAUJ'Dl,.;: ILF . 


son-: ootil 


40 V 21 2497 fa 

1917 AO:. 27 CROSS 40 D 22 »{t)B 




0 Hoads tones for these graves 
havo been oxocubed under a 
previous Contract. 




X Grp 60 


opdoiu 
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ATTACHMENT #9b 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report of Headstone Inscriptions. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc1863026.JPG 

(Note: 2496 and 2497 are recorded but there is no mention of HS/9147) 
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ATTACHMENT #10 


Memorial Inscription/Photograph - Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial 

Image from Canadian Virtual War Memorial: Corporal William Beniamin Cunningham 



Memorial - Inscription on the Menin Gate ... photo courtesy of Marg Liessens 
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ATTACHMENT #11 


This “Reporting and RevieW' attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Commonwealth Forces during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

We have modified the requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their 
source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 


Corporal William Benjamin Cunningham 


Page 17 


Tyne Cot Cemetery 40.D.18 











